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CLIMATE CHANGE — SOIL SYSTEMS MASTERCLASSES 
Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (South West — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [10.03 am]: This week’s 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change report is yet another graphic reminder that we need to move quickly on 
climate change mitigation. Our agricultural industries are particularly exposed to climate change, both in managing 
the resulting hotter, drier conditions, and the need to reduce and account for our agriculture carbon footprint. Our 
government is determined to arm our farmers with the tools they need to adapt their production systems to remain 
productive and resilient, and to unleash agriculture’s potential to sequester carbon. 
The “4 per 1000” Initiative, launched at the COP 21 Paris climate summit in 2015, aims to boost carbon storage 
in agricultural soils by 0.4 per cent each year, which has the potential to offset 20 to 35 per cent of global 
anthropogenic greenhouse gas emissions. We want WA agriculture to be part of that opportunity. In June, we hosted 
a major farmers’ forum to guide investment from our $15 million agriculture climate resilience fund, a key 
McGowan government election commitment. 
Yesterday at the Mingenew Midwest Expo, we unveiled the first outcome of the forum, which is a series of soil 
systems masterclasses to help farming businesses capture carbon opportunities and become more resilient, profitable 
and sustainable. The soil masterclasses will feature farmers and agronomists with expertise in soil biology and carbon 
farming, combining science and practical farming systems that underpin sustainable systems that build and maintain 
soil carbon. The program will give farmers hands-on experience in and an understanding of a range of soil 
health topics, from landscape rehydration and the benefits of fodder shrubs, legumes and perennial grasses, to soil 
microbiome and the importance of livestock in biological systems. The first masterclass will be held in Northampton 
on 26 August, in partnership with the Northern Agricultural Catchments Council and is tailored to the northern 
agricultural region. Masterclasses will take place in other locations throughout the south west agricultural land 
division in coming months. These sessions will also help farmers to take advantage of the opportunities under our 
carbon farming and land restoration and futures programs. 
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